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Chhattisgarh : Green State

� 44% of geographical area under forest (59,772 sq.km). National 
average : 21%.  

� 8% of the forest area of the country 

� Dense forest (including moderately dense) : 69%, open/degraded forest : 31%

� 3 National parks, 11 wildlife sanctuaries and 1 Biosphere Reserve

� 7887 JFMCs protecting 33 lakh hect. of forest land

� 13 lakh families (28%) engaged in MFP collection

� No. of forest fringe villages : 11,185

� Beneficiaries under the Forest Dwellers Recognition of Rights Act : 3.95 lakh
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� State Initiatives
- Rolled out in 2006-07 in Bilaspur district (Pilot project) 

- Sectors covered : Irrigation, Forestry, Agriculture and Rural Roads

� Strategy
- Weave together the objectives of employment guarantee and 

overall objectives of the development schemes under state plan / 

non- plan, and central plan in these sectors. 

- Identify the resource gaps in these schemes and dovetail the labour

component with EGS and thus achieve synergy and optimize productive 

utilization of resources (e.g., Requirement of funds for annual maintenance of

forest roads: Rs.14 cr., Budget provision : Rs.4 cr.). Thus, total resource

allocation upscaled by > 60%

� Convergence : Bilaspur Model 2006-07
- Irrigation and water conservation Rs 21.17 cr.

- Drought proofing/plantation Rs 3.50 cr.

- Land development Rs 5.88 cr.

- Access Road (not covered by PMGSY) Rs 36.60 cr.

NREGS : Convergence Models
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� Outcome of Bilaspur initiative

- Additional irrigation potential created in 1500 hect (Food Security)

- 39 out of 48 inaccessible villages in the district connected by all-weather roads –
no need for advance stocking of food grains for monsoon.

- Plantation area increased by 40% (departmental 11,000 hect vs EGS 4062 hect.

� Later, Bilaspur model was unfolded in other district s

- NREGS vs Budgetary allocation (forestry sector)

NREGS : Forestry convergence
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� First state to sign MOU with UN for UNDP assisted p roject on   
convergence in district planning (October 2008).
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� Priorities

1. Afforestation and tree plantation : 17,694 Hect.

- Afforestation of degraded forest and barren land

- Roadside and canal plantation

- Bamboo plantation

- Mixed plantation having MFP & medicinal value

- Nursery raising 

2. Water Conservation and Harvesting :

- Check dam/ stop dam

- Ponds- new as well as renovation of traditional water bodies

- Treatment of catchment area

3.  Maintenance of forest roads : 493 K.M.

4.  land development : 175 Hect.

5.  Provision of irrigation facility to land owned by SC/ST households, 
beneficiaries of land reforms & IAY.

NREGS : Forestry convergence 2008-09
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Nursery raising at Indira Amrai Nursery (Bilaspur Fore st Division)

Expenditure incurred – Rs. 10 lakh

Persondays generated - 19000
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Construction of POND - Bilaspur

Expenditure incurred – Rs. 20 lakh

Persondays generated - 17000
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Construction of Check dam in Achanakmar Sanctuary
Bilaspur

Expenditure incurred – Rs. 10 lakh

Persondays generated - 9000
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Ratanjot Plantation ( 50 ha.) - Bilaspur

Expenditure incurred – Rs. 12 lakh

Persondays generated - 11000
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UPGRADATION OF FOREST ROAD
Dhamtari Forest Division

29.6874.4024.6516

Total Expenditure
(In lakh)

Sanctioned Amt. 
(In lakh)

Length 
(in K.M.)

No. of  
Works
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LEVELLING OF AGRICULTURAL LAND
Dhamtari Forest Division

56.1382.18405.498 (437  
beneficiaries)

29

Total Expenditure 
(In lakh)

Sanctioned Amt. (In 
lakh)

Area 
(in Hect.)

No. of  
Works
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District Profile

� Population : 7.19 lakh

� Tribal population : 78.5%

� No. of forest dwellers patta holders : 29,344

� Area : 17,634 sq. km

� Area under forest : 11,328 sq. km (64%)

� Dense forest : 62% 

� Total No. of Blocks : 11 (6 are naxalite
affected) 

Pilot District : Dantewada (including Bijapur)
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� Total allocation : Rs 5.33 cr.

- Aided Natural regeneration : Rs 0.43 cr.

- Artificial regeneration : Rs 1.39 cr.

- Bamboo plantation : Rs 0.82 cr.

- Mixed plantation : Rs 0.98 cr. 

- Regeneration of Herbs & Shrubs : Rs 0.15 cr.

- Pasture development : Rs. 0.65 cr.

- Soil and moisture conservation : Rs. 0.42 cr.

- Entry point activity : Rs. 1.30 cr.

- Others including fencing, Micro planning, Monitoring & Evaluation, 
Awareness generation & overhead : Rs. 0.57 cr.

Pilot District: Dantewada (including Bijapur)
Projects sanctioned under NAP for 2009-10
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� Environmental conservation and development 

- Intensify/supplement activities uncovered/having inadequate NAP allocation
(e.g., CPT,CBO, Plant adoption, Soil  & moisture conservation etc.)

- Horizontal expansion of area covered under NAP. NAP Dantewada covers
only 675 hect. of forest land under Aided Natural Regeneration component
while approximately 2.5 lakh hect. needs this treatment (Gap funding)

- To support operations as per working plan prescriptions through NREGA
funds. (Inadequate funding in State Budget)

� Address critical livelihood problems of Forest dwel lers residing in fringe   
areas : instrument of inclusive growth

- Land development

- Creation of irrigation facilities (dug wells) in their lands

- Convergence with other plan schemes: RKVY (seed, fertiliser), concessional
agricultural credit, NHM (horticulture), IAY, SGSY, Total Sanitation Mission etc

� Village Resource Development

- Create durable rural assets - approach roads, water harvesting structures 

NREGS – NAP Convergence
Objectives and Planning Strategy
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� Technical Resources Support system

- Village resource planning, development especially irrigation and forestry 
activities will be done by recruiting contractual staff at State / District / Block / 
JFMCs level exclusively which will borne from the 4% contingency fund. 

- NAP will provide technical support for NREGA works. 

� Implementing Agency

- Most of the works will be undertaken by the Panchayats / JFMCs.

� Capacity building

- The target groups will be Panchayats , local SHGs and JFMCs alongwith
NREGA and Forest department staff.

� MIS & IT

- The present method adopted by NREGS will be incorporated in JFMCs area for
it’s effective monitoring.

NREGS – NAP Convergence
Implementation Strategy 
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Issues for consideration

� NREGA Annual action plan for 2009 -10 needs to be r ecast to achieve  
convergence with NAP

� Change of pilot district

- Most of the components of NAP, namely, Artificial Regeneration, Mixed 
Plantation, Bamboo Plantation can not be undertaken on a large scale as area   
under gaps/ blank areas are limited (because of high density of forest cover)

- 6 out of 11 blocks are worst affected by naxalite violence. Most of these areas 
are inaccessible to official machinery

- Therefore, any one of the following districts would be preferred as pilot district :
Raigarh / Rajnandgaon / Korba

Pilot District: Dantewada (including Bijapur)
NREGS – NAP Convergence
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� Proposed allocation : Rs 12. 07 cr.

1. Afforestation and Tree plantation : 

- Cane plantation : 50 hect.  Rs 0.40 cr.

- Bamboo plantation : 210 hect.  Rs 0.31cr. 

- Nursery raising : Rs. 0.48 cr. (4 works)

- CPT (Protection) : Rs 0.95 cr. (11 works)

2.  Water conservation and harvesting include pond,  stop dam and stone
pitching work :

- Rs 4.05 cr. (28 works)

3.  Land Development : Rs 4.07 cr. (2324.872 hect.)

4.  Forest roads : Rs 1.22 cr. (9 works)

5.  Bamboo and Tamarind processing centre : Rs 0.58 cr. 

Pilot District: Dantewada (including Bijapur)
Revised plan (forestry) for NREGS 2009-10
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Have a nice day


